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to provide their children with the
things they need.

As | have stated before, this crisis
does not just impact steelworkers and
their families. The shortage or the im-
ports affect outside contractors, sup-
pliers and everyone in the community
that depends on these steel mills. | re-
cently read a statistic that for every
one million tons of domestic steel lost,
nearly 5,000 U.S. jobs are directly or in-
directly affected.

The highly competitive United
States steel industry cannot compete
with massive foreign subsidies, closed
home markets and industrial cartels
that protect an enormous worldwide
overcapacity. It is now time for Con-
gress and our government to step in
and take the steps necessary to provide
the U.S. industry a fair and level play-
ing field in the global marketplace.

| urge the other body to complete ac-
tion on H.R. 975. | further urge the
House to take up other important
trade law bills, including H.R. 412,
which | introduced; H.R. 1120, which
was introduced by the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HOUGH-
TON); and H.R. 1505, which was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. ENGLISH).

The current steel import crisis must
be stopped, and we must ensure that
such a crisis will not happen again in
the future.

I might add, | thought it was inter-
esting that President Clinton even
took the time to take this subject up
with the Prime Minister of Japan be-
cause of their dumping practices.

STEEL IMPORTS ONCE AGAIN ON
THE RISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 19, 1999, the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. BERRY)
is recognized during morning hour de-
bates for 3 minutes.

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today because the steelworkers in
Northeast Arkansas and all over this
country are frustrated, and they are
the most productive steelworkers in
the world. They have lost faith in their
government’s promise to uphold its
basic trade laws.

The steel import figures for March
show that imports are once again on
the rise. Imports for March are 25 per-
cent higher than the imports in Feb-
ruary. Imports from Japan rose 36 per-
cent; from Brazil, 54 percent; from
Korea, 11 percent; from Indonesia, 339
percent. Compared to July of 1997, be-
fore the crisis began, Japan’s imports
are up 22 percent; Brazil’s are up 25 per-
cent; Korea, 77 percent; Indonesia, 889
percent.

Clearly, the steel crisis is not over.

Although they continue to assure us
that they are negotiating and con-
sulting with these nations, we continue
to see higher rates of steel entering
this Nation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The President warned Japan Monday
to reduce its steel shipments to the
United States on a consistent basis or
the government will act to block them.
The President also said during a news
conference that the U.S. would act to
keep Japanese steel out of U.S. mar-
kets if those imports continued to ex-
ceed the levels existing before the
Asian economic crisis.

How long does this crisis have to go
on? Something must be done. We must
take action now.

Arkansas steelworkers have lost
faith in their government because we
have failed them by failing to enforce
our own trade laws.

The administration continues to sit
on this problem without offering a sub-
stantive and timely remedy. Steel-
workers need solid, immediate plans to
end the flow of underpriced steel that
is flooding our market. We cannot sim-
ply solve the world’s financial crisis on
the backs of the steelworkers of the
United States. The time for action is
now, as | have already said, strong and
decisive action. For the sake of Amer-
ican steelworkers and their families,
we must end this import crisis.

THE CONTINUING STEEL IMPORT
CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. QUINN) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 2 minutes.

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, | would
like associate myself with the remarks
of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. REG-
uLA) and also the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BERRY).

We rise today to discuss the steel cri-
sis that continues to grip the steel in-
dustry and its workers.

On March 17, this past year, 289
House Members passed the bipartisan
Steel Recovery Act. This bipartisan
legislation calls for quotas to be placed
on foreign steel to get back to its pre-
crisis levels of July, 1997.

The bill would also set up a steel
monitoring system that would track
the amount of steel imports into the
United States by foreign countries.

Mr. Speaker, | am not going to go
into detail this morning about the rea-
sons why our steel industry and its
workers find themselves in this serious
crisis. We have been through that in
the months leading up to the vote on
March 17. What | am here to say and to
join the others in pointing out is that
there still is a steel crisis in the United
States and that we need something
done immediately.

As many as four major steel compa-
nies are in bankruptcy right now, and
we know that when those good-paying
jobs disappear they disappear forever.

The need for our steel bill was clear
on March 17, and today it is even more
clear. 289 House Members believed that
something must be done to stop these
imports, as we continue to see higher
rates of steel entering the country each
and every day.
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The administration may argue that
the amount of steel imports for the
month of March represents a 30 percent
drop in imports since November of 1998;
and, while that may be true, shipments
from countries such as Brazil and
Japan showed a significant increase.

It is important to point out that just
yesterday the President warned Japan
that the United States will take action
if the steel imports are not returned to
their pre-crisis levels. | believe that is
an absolute positive step in the right
direction, and | applaud the President
for this action.

We must continue, though, in our ac-
tion to make sure that passage of the
bill that the House sent over is ap-
proved in the Senate and signed by the
President of the United States.

On behalf of the American steel-
workers and their families, | ask our
administration and the Senate to act
to end this crisis. This is not about free
trade. It is about fair trade.

THE ITC SHOULD RULE DECI-
SIVELY IN FAVOR OF THE U.S.
STEEL INDUSTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from West
Virginia (Mr. WISE) is recognized dur-
ing morning hour debates for 1 minute.

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, today the
International Trade Commission holds
a hearing into illegal steel dumping.
Well, let me report, | was in the north-
ern panhandle yesterday. The pain,
both economic and personal, continues
from illegal dumping of steel in this
country by foreign nations. Over 10,000
jobs have been lost nationwide.
Weirton Steel alone has lost over 750
jobs. Net sales for Weirton Steel are
down $76 million this quarter over last
year, and as of March of this year the
level of steel imports from Japan and
Brazil were up 22 and 25 percent. These
numbers show clearly this crisis, this
steel crisis, is nowhere near over.

The decision from today’s Inter-
national Trade Commission hearing
will not be given until mid-June, but |
am urging the ITC to rule decisively in
favor of the U.S. steel industry and its
$70 billion contribution to our economy
and to Weirton Steel and to many oth-
ers.

When we see a crime, we call 911.
Well, this time West Virginia steel-
workers need some help from this
international assault.

TIME TO TAKE DECISIVE ACTION
IN YUGOSLAVIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, late
last week this House took up a resolu-
tion to continue the administration’s
policy of bombing Yugoslavia, and by a
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